Plato:  An Introduction

• Plato was born in Athens probably in the year 428/7 B.C. to a distinguished Athenian family.

•  He was aware of the philosophies of Pythagoras, Heraclitus, Parmenides, and Protagoras.  He was likely a student of Socrates.

•  He established an Academy in Athens in 388/7 in Athens.  The first European university. Subjects included philosophy, mathematics, natural sciences. Members of the school worshipped the Muses.

•  Focus of the school was to develop statesmen:  those who would act courageously and fearlessly in accordance with convictions founded on eternal and changeless truths.

•  Plato’s teachings are known most through his own writings, and although he lectured at the Academy there are no surviving notes of his lectures.

•  He sought to educate a philosopher-king that would lead the Republic to Enlightenment.  To this end he educated a member of the royal family by the name of Dion.  Dion eventually ascended to the throne, but unfortunately within a few short years he was murdered.  Plato died a few years after.
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